
Contributors

SVERRE AARSETH was born in 1934 in Norway and is a theoretical
astronomer at Cambridge University. He began mountaineering at age 40 but
has explored all seven continents, reaching three of the prized summits. He has
also been on personal wildlife safaris which form an increasingly attractive
alternative to the awesome solitude of the Atacama.

RICHARD ANDERSON is a master at St Edward's School, Oxford. He has
climbed, more off than on, since 1958 and tries to escape to high, wild places
as often as he can, often with young people.

GEORGE BAND was the youngest member of the 1953 Everest team. In
1955 he made the first ascent - with Joe Brown - of Kangchenjunga, and
subsequently climbed in Peru and the Caucasus. More recently he has climbed
in Bhutan in 1991, and currently leads treks for 'Far Frontiers' in Nepal, Sikkim
and Central Asia. AC President from 1987 to 1989, he is currently Chairman
of the Library Council and, as President of the British Mountaineering Council
from 1996 to 1999, took on the task of setting up the National Mountaineering
Exhibition, which opened in July 2001.

JOSE LUIS BERMUDEZ is a lecturer in the Department of Philosophy,
University of Stirling. He took up climbing too late and has been making up for
lost time in the Alps, Caucasus and Himalaya. In July 1997 he climbed
Gasherbrum I. Co-author, with Audrey Salkeld, of On The Edge of Europe:
Mountaineen"ng in the Caucasus.

SUE BLACK has been a GP in Bristol for 12 years, having returned to complete
her medical training when her three children allowed. She hopes to retire in a
few years to build a straw-bale house on the top of a hill and indulge her passion
for hill-walking.

ED DOUGLAS is a writer and current Honorary Editor of the Alpine Journal.
His first book, Chomolungma Sings the Blues, won the Special Jury Award at
Banff in 1998. His latest book, co-authored with David Rose, is Regions of
the Heart: The Triumph and Tragedy of Alison Hargreaves. He is currently writing
a biography of Tenzing Norgay for National Geographic.

EVELIO ECHEVARRiA was born in Santiago, Chile, and teaches Hispanic
Literature at Colorado State University. He has climbed in North and South
America, and has contributed numerous articles to Andean, North American
and European journals.
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MICK FOWLER works for the Inland Revenue and, by contrast, likes to inject
as much adventure and excitement as possible into his climbing ventures. He
has climbed extensively in the UK and has been on more than a dozen
expeditions to peaks in Peru, Africa, India, Pakistan, Nepal, the former Soviet
Union and Canada. His book Vertical Pleasure was published in 1995.

PETER GILLMAN has been interpreting the mountaineering world to the
general public for most of his career as writer and journalist. His first book,
Eiger Direct, written with Dougal Haston, described the audacious north face
direct ascent of 1966. His biography of George Mallory, written with his wife
Leni, won the Boardman Tasker prize in 2000. His Everest anthology, Eighty
Years of Triumph and Disaster, an updated version of the original 1993 edition,
was published this year.

LINDSAY GRIFFIN is a magazine editor and journalist living in North Wales.
who, despite dwindling ability, still pursues all aspects of climbing with
undiminished enthusiasm. Exploratory visits to the Greater Ranges are his
main love, and a return to Bolivia in 1996 marked his first visit to the South
American mainland for a decade. Other recent expeditions have included Tibet.

J G R HARDING, formerly a City solicitor and Political Officer in South
Arabia but now dividing his time between London and Gower, retains a taste
for unusual mountain ranges. His book Pyrenean High Route, describing a ski
mountaineering traverse of the Pyrenees, was published last year. Vice-President
1996-97.

RAYMOND B HUEY is a professor of zoology at the University of Washington.
He normally studies the evolution of physiology in fruit flies and lizards but is
also fascinated with analyses of factors influencing success and death of
mountaineers on the Himalayan peaks.

HARISH KAPADIA has climbed in the Himalaya since 1960, with ascents
up to 6800m. He is Hon Editor of both the Himalayan Journal and the He
Newsletter. In 1993 he was awarded the IMF's Gold Medal and in 1996 was
made an Honorary Member of the Alpine Club. He has written several books
including High Himalaya Unknown Valleys, Spiti: Adventures in the Trans-Himalaya
and, with Soli Mehta, Exploring the Hidden Himalaya.

PAUL KNOTT has recently made several changes of continent and now lectures
at the University of Canterbury, New Zealand. He delights in visiting obscure
mountain ranges and has climbed in most regions of Russia and Central Asia.
After three successful trips he also enjoys the adventure provided by the big
snowy peaks of the St Elias range in the Yukon.
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ANDERS LUNDAHL is Swedish and started climbing in 1973. His main
interest has always been new-route exploration, whether on crags or in the
mountains. In Norway he has been responsible for some ten first ascents of
major big walls. He has a PhD and was elected a member of the Swedish Writers'
Union.

JOHANNA MERZ was over 50 when she took up mountaineering. After
qualifying for membership of the Alpine Club, she devoted most of her energies
to the Alpine Journal, first as Assistant Editor, then as Editor from 1992 to 1998,
and currently as Production Editor. She enjoys climbing Scottish Munros.

TAMOTSU NAKAMURA was born in Tokyo in 1934 and has been climbing
new routes in the greater ranges since his first successes in the Cordillera Blanca
of Peru in 1961. He has lived in Pakistan, Mexico, New Zealand and Hong
Kong and in the last eleven years has made 19 trips to the Hengduan mountains
of Yunnan, Sichuan and South-east Tibet. He is currently auditor of the Japanese
Alpine Club.

BILL O'CONNOR is a UIAGM mountain and ski guide who spends much of
his time climbing and guiding abroad, with more than 30 summer Alpine
seasons and 24 Hima1ayan expeditions in the bag. A one-time guidebook editor
for the AC, he is the author of several books including a soon-to-be-pub1ished
volume on the Lake District where he lives.

!AN PARNELL worked for the British Mountaineering Council and is now a
writer and photographer. An all-round climber, having climbed E6 on sight,
Scottish VII and ED2, in 1999 he led an expedition to Kyrgyzstan which
established ten new routes. In 2000 he and Jules Cartwright put up a new route
on Mount Hunter in Alaska.

RICHARD PASH works in marketing for Unilever in Milan, but has also
managed to squeeze in six expeditions to Greenland, Spitsbergen and Sweden
in the last ten years. Other travels have included cycling through the Andes in
Peru and Chile, motorbiking through the Indian Himalaya, two winters skiing
in the Alps, and climbing in the UK, Kenya, Jordan and the Philippines.

MARTIN F PRICE is Director of the Centre for Mountain Studies at Perth
College, within the developing University of the Highlands and Islands. His first
interest in mountains was climbing, but his academic career in North America and
Europe has taken him more into the policy arena (and mountains of paper). He was
one of the members of Mountain Agenda, which successfully put mountains
on the agenda of the 1992 Earth Summit. He is chair of the Committee of
Management of the Mount Everest Foundation, the Mountain Research Group
of the Royal Geographical Society, and the European Mountain Forum.
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KATH PYKE has been climbing and working on resource management and
conservation issues for 15 years. Her climbing includes expeditions and fIrst
ascents in Asia, Africa, Europe and North America. She currently resides in
Golden, Colorado and works for the Access Fund, a national non-profIt
climbing-access and conservation organisation.

HERMANN REISACH lives in Munich. A geographer and guide by
profession, he climbed the West Face of the Dru and the Triple Direct on El
Capitan in the 1970s and is a passionate ski-mountaineer, opening several routes
in the Alps. He is a keen mountain historian, with a special interest in the
biographies of women mountaineers.

SIMON RICHARDSON is a petroleum engineer based in Aberdeen.
Experience gained climbing in the Alps, Andes, Himalaya and Alaska is put to
good use most winter weekends whilst exploring and climbing in the Scottish
Highlands.

ROBERT ROAF returned from Sikkim to hospital work in Liverpool. He was
married in 1939, and after the birth of his fIrst son in 1942, he joined the
Merchant Navy as Ship's Surgeon. After contracting brucellosis, he worked for
the Emergency Medical Service and in 1946 was appointed orthopaedic surgeon
at Liverpool Royal InfIrmary. Between 1952 and 1954 he worked in Delhi
establishing a post-graduate training scheme. In 1963 he was appointed
Professor at Liverpool University. His work with the British Council has allowed
him to travel widely and maintain friendships, particularly in Asia. A 'mystical
experience' on Simvu led to a lifelong love of the Himalaya which he has
revisited many times, the last being in 1998.

DAVID ROBERTS is a recently retired physician who has spent as much time
as possible on the crags and hills of the UK and also the Alps, Canadian Rockies,
South Africa and the Pamirs - and intends to keep doing so.

C A RUSSELL, who formerly worked with a City bank, devotes much of his
time to mountaineering and related activities. He has climbed in many regions
of the Alps, in the Pyrenees, East Africa, North America and the Himalaya.

BILL RUTHVEN has been Hon Secretary of the Mount Everest Foundation
since 1985. Now confIned to a wheelchair, the MEF has provided him with a
lap-top computer to ensure that it still gets its 'pound of flesh' from him even
during his not infrequent periods in hospital. He is always happy to talk to
expeditioners about projects past, present or future
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DOUG SCOTT CBE has made almost 40 expeditions to the high mountains
of Asia. He has reached the summit of 30 peaks, of which half have been first
ascents, and all were climbed by new routes or for the first time in lightweight
style. Apart from his climb up the SW Face of Everest with Dougal Haston in
1975, he has made all his climbs in Alpine style without the use of supplementary
oxygen. He has reached the highest peaks in all seven continents. He is the
current President of the Alpine Club.

DAVID SEDDON is a physician in Nottingham. He has walked, climbed and
skied in a number of unusual places, often in the company of John Harding or
Derek Fordham. On a good day he has even been known to get to the top of a
mountain.

JOHN SLEE-SMITH, printer and professional typographical designer, retired
in 1990 to concentrate on converting an old Cumbrian barn into a house. He
now spends his time making furniture. He began rock climbing in 1949 and
alpine climbing during the late 1970s. With a tally of 200 Munros to date, he
hopes to complete these by his 70th year in two years' time.

GEOFFREY TEMPLEMAN, a retired chartered surveyor, has greatly enjoyed
being an Assistant Editor of the AJ for the past 29 years. A love of mountain
literature is coupled with excursions into the hills, which are becoming less
and less energetic.

MICHAEL WARD CBE was a member and Medical Officer of the 1951 and
1953 Everest Expeditions. He is a retired consultant surgeon who has combined
exploration in Nepal, Bhutan, Kunlun and Tibet with high-altitude research.
Master, Society of Apothecaries of London, 1993-94. Michael Ward was made
an Honorary Member of the Alpine Club in 1972.

ATHOL WIllMP is a New Zealander who spent his childhood among the
mountains of the Southern Alps, where he developed a passion for mountain
eering. At present he lives and works in Melbourne, where he manages his own
property development business.
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